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[bookmark: _Toc39655856]Purpose of the Nibi Declaration and Toolkit
The Nibi Declaration is about respect, love, and our sacred relationship with nibi and the life that it brings. It is based on Gitiizii m’inaanik teachings about nibi, aki/lands, other elements (including air and wind) and all of creation. This knowledge will be preserved and shared through the Nibi Declaration with our youth and future generations. Anishinaabe-Ikwewag (women) have a sacred responsibility to nibi and should be included in all decision-making around nibi. The development and ratification of the Nibi Declaration will ensure that Treaty #3 Anishinaabe nibi inaakonigewin (water law principles) are recorded and formally recognized in governance processes. This declaration will guide citizens of Treaty#3 in their relationship with nibi so that they can take action individually and collectively to help ensure healthy, living nibi for all of creation.
Accompanying the Nibi Declaration is a Toolkit containing information on how the Grand Council of Treaty #3 (GCT3) Women’s Council started the process to create the Nibi Declaration in collaboration with the Decolonizing Water research support team and other knowledge keepers/Gitiizii m’inaanik. The Toolkit also contains summaries of meetings held to date, the proposed process for the development of the Nibi Declaration, a summary of federal and provincial laws governing water and examples of other water declarations.
[bookmark: _Toc39655857]Key Nibi Declaration Meetings/Events
[bookmark: _Toc39655858]Women’s Council Planning Meeting, July 16–18th 2018, Nestor Falls, ON
· This meeting focused on determining how to initiate and conduct community-engagements to ensure that Treaty#3 citizens were meaningfully involved in the development of the Nibi Declaration.
[bookmark: _Toc39655859]Women’s Council and Gitiizii m’inaanik Meeting, October 26-28th 2018, Kenora, ON
· The purpose of this meeting was to seek guidance from Gitiizii m’inaanik on how to proceed with the development of the Nibi Declaration. 
· The Declaration was named the “Nibi Declaration of the Anishinabe of Treaty #3”.
[bookmark: _Toc39655860]Regional Engagement Sessions January/February 2019, Dryden, Fort Francis, Kenora, ON
· The purpose of the meetings was to engage with citizens of Teraty#3 to ensure that their voices were meaningfully involved in the development of the Nibi Declaration.
· Four meetings were held and approximately 60 Treaty #3 citizens from different communities attended to provide feedback on the Nibi Declaration and Toolkit.
[bookmark: _Toc39655861]National Forum April 24-25th, 2019, Kenora, ON
· This meeting allowed for meaningful community-engagement on the Nibi Declaration. It was attended by over 80 Treaty #3 members from different communities who provided their feedback on the Nibi Declaration and Toolkit.
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[bookmark: _Toc39655862]Treaty #3 Spring National Assembly, May 2019, Couchiching First Nation, ON
· The Nibi Declaration was presented and unanimously supported at the 2019 GCT3 National Assembly in Fort Frances, ON. 
· Members of the GCT3 Women’s Council and technical team attended the National Assembly in support of the Nibi Declaration’s ratification.
[image: C:\Users\mlucas2\Pictures\Saved Pictures\Nibi Declaration - 2.jpg]
[bookmark: _Hlk35959329][bookmark: _Hlk35959408](Maggie Petiquan (Wabauskang), Aimée Craft (University of Ottawa, Decolonizing Water), Rhonda Fisher (Niisaachewan), Isobel White (Naotkamegwanning), Anita Collins (Seine River), Priscilla Simard (Couchiching), Lucas King (Water Resource Specialist, GCT3).
[bookmark: _Hlk35958671][bookmark: _Toc39655863]Anishinaabe Nation Gathering, August 13-16th, 2019, Keeseekoowenin First Nation, MB
· The Anishinaabe Nation Gathering included Anishinaabe peoples from Canada and United States and involved Elders, youth, men, women and leadership. 
· Issues of national and international importance were discussed at the gathering, such as language, culture, taxation, trade, jurisdiction and autonomy.
· Members of the GCT3 Women’s Council and technical team presented on the Nibi Declaration at the Anishinaabe Nation Gathering.
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(Lucas King, Danielle Morrison, Priscilla Simard, Isobel White, Aimée Craft).


[bookmark: _Toc39655864]Knowledge Mobilization Resources
1) Nibi Declaration Toolkit
2) Nibi Declaration Video. This video contains interviews with GCT3 Women Council and Decolonizing Water team members on the development of the Nibi Declaration.
[bookmark: _Toc39655865]Funding of Nibi Declaration
[bookmark: _Toc39655866][bookmark: _Hlk36899051]Manito Nibi - GCT3 Water Declaration Regional Consultations, SSHRC Partnership Engage Grant (PEG)
· The purpose of the Manito Nibi - GCT3 Water Declaration Regional Consultations SSHRC PEG grant was to ensure engagement by all the GCT3 communities in the development and ratification of GCT3’s Nibi Declaration based on Indigenous mechanisms and principles.
· The purpose of the SSHRC PEG was supported by cash and in-kind contributions from research partners Grand Council of Treaty#3, Decolonizing Water and the University of Ottawa.

[bookmark: _Toc39655867]Cash and In-kind Contributions provided by:
· Manito Nibi – GCT3 Water Declaration Regional Consultations, SSHRC Partnership Engage Grant
· Grand Council of Treaty #3
· Decolonizing Water, SSHRC Partnership Grant
· University of Ottawa
[bookmark: _GoBack]























[bookmark: _Toc39655868]Appendix A: Presentations
[bookmark: _Toc39655869]National Conferences
1) Craft, A 2019, ‘First Nations Women and Water: What is our Long-Term Strategy?’, presentation delivered at the 3rd Annual AFN National Water Symposium and Tradeshow First Nations and Water Future Post-2021, Toronto, ON, 20-22 November.
2) Craft, A, Simard, P & Collins, A 2019, ‘Building Water Governance: Treaty #3 Anishinaabeg and the Journey Toward the Nibi (Water) Declaration’, presentation delivered at the Wa Ni Ska Tan Conference (‘Ki Ta Ski Naw – Our Land)’, Winnipeg MB, 8-10 November.
3) Craft, A 2019, ‘Nibi Onje Biimaadiiziiwin: Water is Life’, presentation delivered at the Water Talk at the University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, 15 January. Online (video): YouTube < https://youtu.be/6cEj9XS108M >.
4) Craft, A 2018, ‘Navigating Our Ongoing Sacred Relationship with Nibi (Water)’, paper delivered at the Indigenous Bar Association 30th Annual Conference on UNDRIP Indigenous Law Perspectives, Saskatoon, SK, 2 November.
[bookmark: _Toc39655870]International Conferences
5) Craft, A 2019, ‘Nibi inaakonigewin, legal personhood and rights of nature –Anishinaabe perspectives’, presentation delivered at the Manoomin Gathering, University of Minnesota, White Earth Nation, Mahnomen, Minnesota USA, 13-15 October.
6) Craft, A & King, L 2019, ‘Grand Council of Treaty #3 Nibi Declaration’, presentation delivered at ‘Towards a Sustainable Water Future’ at the Water Future Conference, Bengalura India, 24-27 September.
7) Craft, A, King, L, White, I & Hourie, R 2019, ‘Building Water Governance: Treaty #3 Anishinaabeg and their Journey Towards the Manitou Waabo (Nibi/Water) Declaration’, presentation delivered at the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association Conference at the University of Waikato, Hamilton, Aotearoa (New Zealand), 29 June.
8) Craft, A, Copenace, S, Star, L & Adams, KC 2018, ‘Nibi - Water Gatherings and Land Based Learning’, address delivered at the Healing Our Spirit Worldwide Eighth Gathering, Sydney, Australia, 26-29 November.
9) Craft, A 2018, ‘Indigenous laws, reconciliation and our relationship with water: Decolonizing the legal narrative’, address delivered at the University of New South Wales Faculty of Law, Sydney, Australia, 26 November.
10) Craft, A 2018, ‘Waawiiatanong Ziibi: Where the River Bends, The Application of Indigenous Laws in Indigenous Communities and in the Courts,’ address delivered at the World Indigenous Law Conference, 18-21 November.





[bookmark: _Toc39655871]Appendix B: Future Nibi Declaration Events/Tasks 
1) Support-sign Up: A support-sign up platform will be created to permit members of the GCT3 community and general public to support the implementation of the Nibi Declaration. Other forms of support may include teaching (classroom and youth), community water walks, awareness campaigns, support for advocacy initiatives, and many more. (GCT3 to lead with support from DW)
2) [bookmark: _Hlk36905816]Water Portal: this will be an online resource that will mobilize knowledge generated from the Nibi Declaration project. The portal will be comprised of videos and audio recordings containing teachings related to Anishinaabe nibi inaakonigewin among other resources. The goal is to have an interactive map-based interface. (GCT3 to lead with support from DW)
3) Nibi Nagamoon (Water Songs) Project: This project will gather Anishinaabe knowledge keepers and youth from the Treaty #3 territory to engage in the sharing and exchange of sacred traditional knowledge on nibi nagamoon (water songs). Songs contain significant teachings, knowledge and normative values on our responsibilities and relationship with nibi (water). The Nibi Nagamoon project will support the implementation of the Nibi Declaration and the development of the online Nibi Portal. (DW to lead with support from GCT3)
4) Nibi Declaration Curriculum: A curriculum will be developed based on the knowledge mobilized through the Nibi Declaration and the Nibi Nagamoon project. This curriculum will support the revitalization and cultural retention of Anishinaabe nibi inaakonigewin. (GCT3 to lead with support from DW)
5) Nibi Declaration Signs in Treaty #3: The Nibi Declaration will be placed in various parts of Treaty #3 territory as an expression of GCT3’s collective understanding of nibi and how it should be treated. (GCT3 to lead with support from DW)
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